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This open access is vital for a thriving community.

I was a part of an amazing group of Library Board
members who were passionate about community
service.  It was a strange and wonderful feeling
when I walked into the library and the entire staff
knew my name.  I learned that the link between
the board and the staff is a key role.  I worked with
Library Director, Sheryl Sollars, on meetings,
budgets, and the library renovation. The
community of Westfield is extremely fortunate to
have Sheryl’s leadership.  She is an expert steward
of the community’s tax dollars.

The lasting legacy of my involvement in the
Westfield Library is also evident in my three kids. 
They were often volunteers in library activities
over the years.  Though very different from one
another now, they share one characteristic that
makes me very proud - they are curious about the
world, both immediately around them and from a
global perspective.

They are voracious readers and critical thinkers.  I
cannot help but think that my library involvement
played an important part in their formative years
either directly or indirectly.

My invitation to you, the reader, is to get involved. 
You never know what you might learn and where
that impact will lead.  The library will always be
there for you be it in person or virtual so please
consider lending your support to this cornerstone
of Westfield.

When I think about the library’s role in the
community, I recall when I joined the Library
Board over a decade ago during the planning
stages for a new building project that many
patrons may also remember.  While the building
was never built, the experience had a meaningful
impact on me and taught me a great deal about
the community and the library’s impact on it.

First, I had the opportunity to very quickly learn a
great deal about the library and the Westfield
community.  From the public input phase to the
petition remonstrance phase to the eventual
expansion and renovation of the current building
years later, I got to know interesting people from
all over the community. The library is in the unique
position of offering meaningful experiences and
materials for all ages, backgrounds and interests.
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With COVID-19’s arrival and quarantine
shutting down library access, we sought out
new ways to help our patrons, using a grant
from CICF to stabilize and extend the WiFi into
the parking lot, as well as making a $500
donation to the Westfield Wellbeing Coalition,
which serves to help those adversely affected
by COVID-19.  We also used this period to
recognize and support Library Appreciation
Week, using our social platforms to encourage
patrons to share their love and appreciation of
WWPL during a time when fundraising
seemed less critical.

Duke Energy Grant of $5000 to create a new
collection – "Library of Things" collection is
made up of a variety of S.T.E.M. kits that can be
checked out by patrons for fun exploration at
home.

The foundation applied for and received
additional grants, as well as formed strategic
partnerships in 2020, including:

Cont'd on next page.

As the foundation formed in Fall 2019, we
initiated a logo competition among Westfield
High School students, awarding a $250 prize to
our designer, Grady Hay.

Over the holidays, we created our first
Christmas Tree Raffle, raffling off five custom-
decorated trees and raising $2500.  During the
month of February, we launched a Show Your
Love Campaign, collecting donations for hearts
displayed all around the library entrance, as
well as creating yard signs with the Love Your
Library messaging.

Also over the winter, we partnered with Silver
Crow Studios to create innovative, imaginative
and eye-catching murals for the Children’s
Department, earning praise from patrons of all
ages.

The foundation also embarked on its first large-
scale campaign with Giving Tuesday -
#GivingTuesday is a global generosity
movement unleashing the power of people and
organizations to transform their communities
and the world. This is a day that encourages
people to do good. Over the past seven years, it
has grown into a global movement that
inspires hundreds of millions of people to give,
collaborate, and celebrate generosity.  With the
funds raised, we were able to provide $1000 to
each department that was used to purchase
Library Market Software.

In its inaugural year as a foundation, Westfield
Library Foundation is proud to share the work
we’ve done on behalf of WWPL and our
community.  Our board put forth effort, creativity
and time into furthering our mission: to advocate,
raise awareness and raise funds for the Westfield
Washington Public Library. We also realized that
during these challenging times, the online
component of WWPL is resilient and adaptive. And
that whether our library can be of service in
person or virtually, it continues to empower
individuals, strengthen families and make our
community a better place.

Retrospect: A Look Back At Last Year
By Susan Nixon, Foundation Board Member
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When we launched the Foundation last August, I
never imagined how much the library would open
my eyes to all it has to offer.  The library is so much
more than just books!  The dedicated staff works
tirelessly to serve and help the library’s patrons
connect to information that will better their lives. 
This institution is an amazing and essential
cornerstone of our community and I am honored
that I get to be a part of its history.

The Foundation was established to help raise
awareness, advocate and raise funds for the
Westfield Washington Public Library.  For over 100
years, the Library has served and enriched the lives
of those in the community of Westfield and
Washington Townships, regardless of age or
circumstance.  As Westfield continues to grow, 
the City aspires to create and sustain an
extraordinary quality of life for all residents.  A
great library is a part of that quality of life!

Libraries are truly remarkable places, and in
today’s world, we need them now more than ever! 
There is exciting change and continual
improvement ahead of us. I look forward to
helping the WWPL be the best it can be!  I hope
we can count on your support now and in the
future and I welcome you to come in and feed
your intellectual curiosity!

If you believe in the power of the public library to enrich the lives of everyone in our community, please
become a donor of the Westfield Library Foundation.

With gifts from generous patrons like you, we can continue to enhance the collections, offer free public
programs and fund new ideas - ensuring the long term vitality of the Westfield Washington Public Library.

Executive
Director's Message
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Erin Downey

Walmart Community Grant of $1500.  The grant
will be used to create a Family Educational
Exploration Center in the Westfield
Washington Public Library Children’s
Department. The library will utilize the funds to
purchase play equipment for the Family
Educational Exploration Center, which includes
sensory and building items designed to explore
and feed curiosity, plus create fun experiences
for our patrons.

Partnership/Sponsorship for Adult
Programming with First Merchants Bank
Financial Literacy Series which will encompass
title sponsorship for a series of 12 virtual
seminars on a range of informative financial
topics.

From our initiation until now, amidst significant
challenges for our community and our country,
the foundation is proud to have raised over
$50,000 in our first year alone.  We stand ready to
accept new challenges ahead and continue to
further our mission.

PLEASE VISIT www.westfieldlibraryfoundation.com TO DONATE



Donor_____________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________State__________ Zip______________

Telephone________________________________________________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________________

I/We wish to contribute to the Westfield Library Foundation a gift of
$_________________________________

This gift is given in _______Memory of   ______Honor of   _____Other

Name(s)__________________________________________________________________

Please use my gift for the following:

_______Programming   _______Technology    _______Collections   ______General Fund

______Please contact me about planned giving.

______I have remembered Westfield Library Foundation in my estate            
 planning.
___________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Westfield Library Foundation Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization.  All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

Westfield Library Foundation Inc., 333 W. Hoover Street, Westfield, IN 46074

Become A Donor Today


